
THB life of a monkey Is being sacrificed to aid in solving the

great question whether alcohol Is a poison or not., The experimentproceeds with the authority and at the expense of

the State ol| New York. It is conducted by Dr. Ira Van

RJeson, the director of the Pathological Institute of the New York State

HC^T,+aJs. The doomed monkey is an Inmate of the animal-bouse
.*. rnanv interesting and valuable experiments

or tills msmuwou "unc .-j .

take place. The law Is very chary of giving power to scientific'Institutions
to perform experiments on living animals, and the standing of

the Pathological Institute is a guarantee that any experiment carried

on there is justified by the interests of humanity, and is likely to have

a valuable scientific result.

The monkey Is receiving daily doses of alcohol In such quantities
that he will within a very limited time.pernaps a monia.Decoxne a

hc-lpless dipsomaniac. In colloquial language the monkey la drinking
htrnweir to death. But he will not ,be permitted to die of alcoholism.

To do that would be to make him linger in useless suffering for perhaps

« loos time. When It Is perceived that the degeneration of h's mental

and physical powers from alcohol is complete he will be killed. An

aatopsy will Immediately be performed on the body, with a view to

ascertaining the effects of the alcohol on the varrous organs, and especiallyon the brain.
*v fho mnnkpv let hplncr

This, la race, is me gn-ai uujcv, .

prepared.that his deed body may exhibit to man the exact process by

erh'cb alcohol wrecks a physical organisation closely resembling his

WXL

The animal. It may here be stated, is a member of the spldernac-iDieyfamily, peculiar to, and very numerous In the New World.

He Is a native of Panama, and Is about two years old. Ho was brought

here six months ago, when the alcoholic experiment was begun on him.

Jceto has been given to him. He Is a pretty, playful, In-

trfUjjeEt little fellow, with a long prehensile tail, which serves him as a

ttfth hand. The American monkeys have not the disagreeable chareneristJMof most of the Old World monkeys, although they do not

stand very high In the scale of evolution.

There were many excellent reasons for making a monkey the subject
of such an experiment. The chief one is that his physical structure
so closely resembles that of man that the effect of a substance

taken Into the system of one must be nearly the same^in the other,

""he monkey, moreover. Is intelligent. Perhaps from the point of view

-n«n+aj effects, a dog would have served the purpose better, be-

he Is so obedient to the will of man and the workings of his

ee are so thoroughly understood. The value, however, of

^%e mental processes of a man and a dog Is doubtful, while

ring the physical processes of a man and a monkey Is

conflict wages In the medical world on the subject
t every man taking a different standpoint. Opinion
ran who says that alcohol is an Integral part of the

Inable drag and a food, to the man who says that In

rtlty. It is simply a poison to the numan organism,
n Is a fierce opponent of alcohol. He calls It a rank

;peciallst in brain diseases, and takes a deep Interest
" ' " 1 -»! .loi.

cause lie believes tnat to aituuui unccuj au<j

humanity owes a great part of the fearful brain

let it.
s of alcphol have grown very strong of late. They
lave proved the following charges against it:

ses temporarily the heart's action, producing a subwitha loss of beat and vitality. That It retards

Injures, by direct chemical action, the stomach,
That it ultimately injures the brain and discussystem, and greatly reduces the power to work

tally.
questions a light will be throwh by the death of

eson promises, as his signed statement given to

Indicates, that the autopsy on Jocko will reveal

uction In the very cells of his brain as well as in

s body.
for six months, been progressing In the path of

leads to death. His condition appears pitiable to

ardor of science. Though Intelligent, he little
e humble instrument through which mankind Is

at he is a terrible scientific example of the

johol and the end of the drunkard.
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The natural fondness for alcohol which Jocko exhibited has been

of great assistance to science. In this resioct he resembles most

monkeys. He now takes la undiluted and undisguised form all the

alcohol he Is capable of absorbing. It Is quite unnecessary to resort

to th^ subterfuge of concealing It In his food.
r.1._ i_ .1. wSan v>. io n r>eri-nin nnssinar staee of drunk-

enriess. When he is quite sober he is shivering, doddering, nervewracked.
A few days ago a Sunday Journal representative had an excellent

opportunity of witnessing the experiment of which Jocko is the subJeot.He saw the unhappy monkey go through every stage of a fearfuialcoholic debauch.
On this particular morning the sun poured through the windows

of his room. His spirits began to revive and the dulness left his

eyes for the time. The presence of a visitor in his apartments seemed

to fill him with suspicion, and bis glance was furtive and sido

wise. At times, a frenzy of rage in his breast and in that quarrel®
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TN mv experiments on the monkey I hope to show how alcohi

e I disease, and in order to go as deeply into the matter as I

® " driven to 'that extremity by the narrowness of the public
o

mands made in the interests of science.

a What might seem grewsome to the layman would be a p

® men, and the living would profit by the results. But It is diffi

o I therefore propose to make the conditions to suit myself, and

purely in the interests of scientific research. Any temperamei

« that I require can be produced in time in the simian, which fi

Alcohol is nothing more nor less than one of the rapkest
® stroys the cells or tne Drain, togemer wim its wuin.niS uuvso

cells become charged with alcohol, and impregnate the work

There are stages where these cells can be restored, and one tl

o On the other hand, If whiskey, must be drunk, there must be s

9 the shock. That is important in the investigation.
Alcohol taken as a stimulant is a false theory, as there ca

is no such thing as new energy that can be utilized at will.

9 If an alcoholic patient is sunstruck, we are alipost positive tl

he has weakened the resistance of his body against the shock

o When the monkey has reached the right stage I will take

? parts of the body that have suffered through his intemperance,
« .

e out of reach. If men knew that poisonous results arise from

2 vastly improved order of people.

J Director of the Pathologic
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some way, common to heavy drinkers, he showed by his manner that

he resented Intrusion on his private life.
At int£>rv<iis his small eves blazed, and a queer, shrill note of alarm

escaped from between his teeth. After a little while he became accustomed
to the odd man, and chattered to his keeper In a coaxing sort of

way, which "was understood to be a request for a morning eye-opener.
Knowing what to expect, the keeper had soaked several lumps of

srgar In some strong whiskey, the odor of which had quite a powerful
influence on the monkey. After dancing from side to side In his cage he

finally came to the door and thrust his long, skinny arms through the

bars, beckoning and chattering in tones that were unmistakably pleading.
There was hardly any doubt about lt.Jocko wanted a dram.

.1.. Anono/i onri tn nn Instant he wns out. scamnered across
All*; uwi !*«£> *,*,*-11,.^

the floor and perched himself on the table, where, after curling hla tall

up under him, he held out his black, half human hand and received the

first lump. It passed into his somewhat spacious jaws and was crushed

In a bite. The whiskey oczed from the sugar crystals, and, with a gulp,

X1HY HE IS KU-iLtlHG j
1 AhCQHOLt. I

1 destroys tho resisting power of the body against
desire I am obliged to resort to the animal. I am *

: mind, which is not able to understand the de- j

ierfectly rational and requisite step to scientific « JF
cult to get conditions such as/l will require, and Jf;[
then do with the monkey v/hat I see fit, and

it, or stage of drunkenness or delirium tremens J^
illy explains his association with the experiments.
poisons taken into the human system, and de-

i>r vital principles. The fluids surrounding the *

Vne- units until thev are completely destroyed.
ling I want to know is just what they will stand, * |Tjjj$
lome lapse of time for the nerves to recover from |)i ij
n be no hew energy taken into the body. There ?
A.lcohol destroys, poisons, and the end is deathv
lat he will die as a result, owing to the fact that 9 ffjpiWcharge

of him, get his brain, his hands, and all
and get instant results that heretofore have been 2
drinking there would be less intoxication and a

IRA VAN GIESON. 2
sal Institute of the New York State Hospitals. #
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